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precipitant fo the p ymer, to provide a residual biomass and a s< eiude> s 

polymer, the solvent for the polymer and the precipitant for the polymer; and 

applying a .o s v force to the solution and residual biomass to separate at least some 
oi the sok lb t s n me residual biomass; 

\'ua v ' ^ m a iipi'-o.o'll \ t ^ m ( 
hjomass. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the solvent for die polymer has a 
density of less than about 0.95 kilograms per liter. 

3. (Original } The method of claim 1 , wherein the solvent for the polymer is noo- 
haiogenated. 

4. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 , wherein the solvent for the polymer has a 
'aTuhdit) m v-a:a a too* than aK.ut one percent 

5. (Original* I he method oi claim 1. wheiem \hc sob c t r -t < i: m ^ m ss 
substantial 1> n» >e-h\ dmi\ /able. 



6. ^ d 1 h 1 nd of claim I . wheieai K o ! i the pTv:ner ! , \ a iogK. 

ush e o w % i !!> ( ! eas => xu t LS. 



7. ht net od o! is o 1 \ lereu hesohentthat is* vdoto po 
greater than 1 i I 

8. 1 ! od ! <5 i vU f iIk SO s { k t. ^ od 

' ! 1 ^ g of ketones, esters and al oh< is 

9. il <»v k od f claim 1, wherein the »*hu;t id* foe ) - s sckettd 
m x H B bii cctan v < no and con t cm 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the precipitant for the polymer 
dissolves less than about 0.2% of the polymer at room temperature, 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the solvent for the polymer and the 
precipitant for the polymer have a relative volatility of at least about two at an equimolar bubble 
point for the solvent for the polymer and the precipitant for the polymer, 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the solvent for the polymer and the 
precipitant for the polymer do not form an axeotrops, 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the precipitant comprises at least one 

alkane, 

Origina t nethod of claim L wherein he solution cm-most it mos %N t 
ah- ^ ^ ^ «k» „ he pol nu 

T d of claim 1, wherein th< j ha o 

concentration of at least about two percent 

il fo ethod of nm 1, wherei 1 ition ha ! ^ > 

about 1 00 centipoise. 



17. (Original) The method of churn 1 , wherein the biomass containing the polymer is 
of microbial origin and has a polymer content of at least about 50 weight percent. 

! " t ) ti M « I U t. I i ' 1 E ^ S ! s 

of okvni origin and has a polymer content of less than about 50 weight percent. 



\ e thod of claim .1, wherein the - t g t he 
comprises eel ; that ;mn ; me polymer. 

< g eth of claim 1 further campx mrgre! i st some t 

the polymer from the solution. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 20. further comprising extruding the removed 
\^ ' . ; v , v poKroer. 

22. (Oi iginai) 1 ho method of claim 20, wherein removing the polymer from the 
- . m . de expos ig the solution to hot water. 

- . i 20, wherem res ^ 1 opmvm «^ mc 

t ipitant for the polymer to the solution. 

^ h <' •* claim 2\ u ht ion he * >j ■> ^ mots to 

the puKmcE :\ * e me 

od of claim 20, further c i u c mratirn ti 
urn- ttu ei cqh g n c.iM some of the polymer from the solution. 
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26. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising, after applying the 
cemnt ^ ( I <> s i Is, g lumc of a .second pi ) ( 

remove at least some of the polymer from the solution, 

wherein the volume of the second precipitant is less thai* about two pasts relative to the 
> ) i t v sr 

27407. (Cancelled) 

i 1 i 'u 1 s um i uu i <> n f s i efed w ui 

the blomass under a >untercuirenl flow conditions. 
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1 10. (Original) The method of claim 108, whose h the ':j i ><1 - e u c\gc method. 

111, (t his/nsan f he method of claim 108, wherein the coimtercurreot conditions 



(Cancelled) 



